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57 Mantle Street

Wellington
Somerset

TA21 8AX

WWW.OUR-PARISH.ORG

p.stjohnfisher@btinternet.com
‘YOU HAVE NOT CHOSEN ME, I HAVE CHOSEN YOU’

WE ARE A SMALL BUT FRIENDLY COMMUNITY GIVING A WARM WELCOME TO VISITORS AND REGULARS ALIKE. AN ACTIVE PARISH FORUM MEANS THAT OUR MANY MINISTRY GROUPS ARE APPRECIATED AND KEPT BUSY. UNLIKE SOME LARGER PARISHES WE ALWAYS HAVE ROOM FOR NEWCOMERS WHO ARE QUICKLY ABSORBED INTO THE FELLOWSHIP OF OUR CONGREGATION AND ARE ABLE TO LEND THEIR TALENTS TO THE GOOD OF THE COMMUNITY AND THE WORK OF OUR LORD.
INTRODUCTION

What is the basis for a Christian Community? 
It is a gathering around the person of Christ and the sharing of His Spirit. This does not mean sharing all under the same roof but it demands some sharing of our lives together, namely that:
We share some of our everyday joys, fears and feasts.

We are responsible and open to each other.
We are responsible for the ministry of our Church.
We share finances in the sense of supporting our                                                                                       
Church and its projects.

THE PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH ARE THE CHURCH.
Each of the ministries already existing serves our parish, helping it to become a community. They welcome anyone who feels they would like to contribute. In addition, you may see a need which is not being met or would like to suggest other activities.

The smooth running of our Parish and our sharing and caring are the first steps in our calling to spread the love of God in the world. 

SO we invite you to look again at the various ministries and see what inspires YOU.
MINISTRIES OF THE MASS

WELCOMING

We meet for worship as the Family of God. The greeting we receive as we arrive underlines this. But it is not just a friendly nod. Worship is a corporate activity of the whole Family, in which all of us participate in various ways. To enable us to do this properly we may need Mass books, hymn books, weekly bulletins, etc. It is much better to have these handed out, rather than having to scrabble about to find the right books. If you can! This is the ministry of Welcome.

SACRISTANS
The role of the Sacristan is to enable the Church to be worshipping and worshipful by ensuring that everything is prepared for the Liturgy. Duties include setting up the Sanctuary for Mass and changing the Altar frontals according to the liturgical seasons. Sacristans have responsibility for taking care of the linen, vestments, sacred vessels and brass and ordering supplies of communion wafers and wine.




EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

The Eucharistic Ministers assist the Priest in the distribution of Holy Communion, the Body and Blood of Christ himself. This is the centre of our lives as Roman Catholics. The Ministers, therefore, must have a full understanding of their role and are selected by invitation from the Priest who will ensure that they receive full instruction and preparation for this ministry.

ALTAR SERVERS

Altar Servers have a most practical part to play in our liturgy and are not restricted to small boys! One Server has the responsibility for the books, ensuring that the Priest has the right page in front of him at the right time. This enables the Priest to concentrate on his role in focussing Christ’s presence amongst us. Others have responsibilities for the vessels, cruets, candles and incense. The ordered movement of the Priest and the Servers, the use of candles and incense all reflect the vision of heaven in the Book of Revelation and remind us of our ultimate destination.

MUSIC

As we gather around the Altar, music adds to our mood of devotion and worship. It can be sorrowful as we sing  ‘Kyrie Eleison’, glorious as we sing ‘Gloria in Excelsis Deo’ and becomes Triumphant as we sing our final hymn.

Our choir leads us through these sorrows and joys but would welcome more members to swell their throngs. They ask only for your commitment to preparation and practice and a little musical knowledge.
READERS

Proclaiming the Word of God is a great responsibility. A Reader is the instrument through which God speaks to his people. This ministry is a matter of understanding what is to be read, just as much as having a ‘good voice’. God can work through us, even when we do not do things well, but the ministry of Reading, like music, does ask of us a commitment to preparation and practice.

BIDDING PRAYERS 
In the Bidding Prayers we express our thanksgiving to God and make our intercessions for the needs of the Church, for Government, for international suffering, for problems in our local community and for personal illness and bereavement. It is, therefore, right that these prayers should be made by ordinary representatives of our parish because they are for ordinary people like us.
OFFERTORY

We offer ourselves to God. This is an essential part of our Mass. We all have the opportunity to represent our community in the Offertory either by taking the Collection or the Bread and Wine to the Altar. You don’t have to wait to be invited to do this. Offer yourselves to the Welcomers before Mass - acceptance is assured. And if you are invited, may we be assured of your acceptance.
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COMING TO

YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

SOON

AREA

MASS

2005

Tuesday, Jan 25    Wellington South

Tuesday, Mar 8     Wellington East

Tuesday, May 17   Wellington West

Tuesday, July 19    Milverton

September              Wiveliscombe

November               Wellington North

MINISTRIES OF SERVICE

SUNDAY COFFEE
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One of the simplest ministries yet one of the most welcoming! We can all make a cup of tea or coffee and it creates a friendly focal point around which we can share our lives with each other, our joys and sorrows, hopes and dreams. The Coffee Rota on the notice board in the porch welcomes YOU.

TRANSPORT

Transport to weekend Masses is arranged on a regular basis for parishioners who would otherwise find difficulty in attending. A rota of those seeking help and of car owners offering help is posted on the Parish notice-board quarterly. We can always do with more help for transport so if you have a spare seat in your car….

REPOSITORY

When you need a special card for a special event our repository can supply. Be it Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage or just to let somebody know that your prayers are with them, come browse the repository after Mass. Storage space is limited so if you cannot find what you want ask for the catalogue. We can supply your every need!

CHURCH CLEANING

It really goes without saying that a scruffy, dirty church building reflects a community which is careless about the Holiness of God present there. The cleaning of the building is an offering of love to God and a welcome to all who come into Church. A well-loved, cared-for building is an offering of love to God and a welcome to all who come into Church.

A clean, tidy building with neat notice-boards, flowers and candles burning speaks to the casual visitor of a caring community and can be the first stirring of faith.

FLOWERS
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Flowers can symbolise many things in our lives, including being symbols of Life and Joy. 

Have you ever been to a wedding where there were not some flowers? In many cases there have been quite elaborate arrangements. One of the descriptions of the Mass is "the wedding feast of the Lamb" [Revelation 19.9]. This is one of the reasons why we have flowers in church around the altar. These do not have to be elaborate or complicated. We offer to God our best. He does not ask any more!
CHURCH GARDEN

Since the environment is part of God’s gift to us in creation, we have a responsibility for our own little patch around the churches. As with a clean church, a well-kept garden invites visitors to linger and feel God’s presence around them.

OPENING THE CHURCH

AND AGAIN…it is good for visitors and parishioners to be able to enter our churches when passing and spend a few minutes in God’s presence. Sadly, we can no longer leave our churches open all the time and so it is necessary for us to take responsibility for the church keys and commit ourselves to opening up our churches on a daily basis. Currently, with a resident priest in Wellington, this is only required for St Richard’s.

PASTORAL CARE
What is pastoral care? Recognising, acknowledging and responding to those in need; the sick, the housebound, the lonely, the bereaved. And being prepared to give a little of your time and energy to help them.
In our parish there is a great wealth of compassion waiting to be tapped. How can we do this?
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Fun and games, stories and arts and crafts - the alternative guide to Gods Word for children aged 3-10years! This takes place between the Introduction and the Offertory during the 11am Mass. Grown-ups are welcome to lead, assist and tidy up.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

The next step for our children at around 8 years of age! In preparation, there is a course that runs through the academic year ending with their special Mass in early summer. The course is based on their everyday experiences and is full of fun and games but it introduces them to the Mass and begins to give them a deeper understanding of the meaning of the Eucharist.
CONFIRMATION

CALLING ALL TEENAGERS who want to know the whys and wherefores of life. Are you constantly being challenged by your friends? ‘Why go to Church? It’s boring!’ Is it? Come and find out more about your Faith, the Mass, the Sacraments and all the traditions and symbolisms of our Church. Why do we do what we do? And - your friends could come too!

Finally, when you are out ‘travelling’ in years to come, you will always find your home in a Roman Catholic Church, wherever you are in the world. [image: image8.png]



RCIA

Now for the adults!

If you missed out on any of the above experiences, First Communion, Confirmation, even Baptism, we can plug the gaps. No - you do not have to join the 8 year olds or even the teenagers! Similar courses are available to adults and are just as much fun.

MINISTRY OF DEVOTIONAL ACTIVITIES
BIBLE STUDY GROUP
The aim of this group is to grow in faith by studying the Bible together. We meet Christ in the words of scripture just as we meet him in the Eucharist. None of us professes to be an expert - we share insights and grow together so everybody is welcome. The group meets regularly – details of the meetings can be found on the notice-board in the porch.

 Individual Bible reading can be assisted by the ‘Bible Alive’ series. These booklets contain reflections on the daily Mass readings and articles about living the Faith. Alternatively, the ‘Living Faith’ booklets contain a short reflection on a verse of scripture for every day of the year. Both are available in the parish for a subscription fee.
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PRAYER
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Prayer is an integral part of the life of the Church. There are many occasions when prayer is very much needed, for example when a relative or friend is sick or when a child is preparing for First Holy Communion.

 Anybody can participate in this Ministry - you do not have to be physically fit and you do not have to go anywhere.

We may never know whom we help with this ministry but we can be sure that somebody somewhere has felt the benefit of our prayer.

ROSARY PRAYER GROUP

Prayer is one of the marks of a Christian Community as described in Acts 2.42. A Church which does not pray is a contradiction. In addition to individual prayer there is a place for groups to pray together on behalf of the whole community. The Rosary Prayer Group is one such group. It is NOT exclusive. There is no membership. Anyone can join in on any occasion. There is no regular public commitment but it always relies on SOME people making that commitment to share this particular ministry.

RETREATS

Even a nodding acquaintance with the Gospel tells us that Jesus often ‘went up into the hills to pray’. It doesn’t take much intelligence to realise that if it was important for Jesus to do this, it is essential that we find time for quiet retreat from the busy world.

That doesn’t mean that everyone has to ‘go on retreat’. We may be able to find the time and space elsewhere but an organised retreat can be a great help.

MINISTRY OF ECUMENISM

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN WELLINGTON

This ecumenical group meets together for prayer and service to the community, taking responsibility for organising services in various nursing homes in the area and arranging special acts of worship, e.g. the Walk of Witness on Good Friday. 
The ‘Youth Bus’ is one of their special projects, providing a meeting place for youngsters. The ‘Homeless Action Group’ provides bonds as deposits for those single people who are otherwise unable to get accommodation. New members for all these activities are always welcome. The only investments required are time and enthusiasm. No financial input is expected.

FAIRTRADE
 This organisation supplies us with Fairtrade goods; delicious coffee, biscuits, muesli etc., direct from farmers in developing countries who can be assured of receiving a fair price from us for their produce. The goods are available after Mass once a month - volunteers to help organise the sale of these goods are always welcome.
PARISH PROJECTS
Every year, at our Forum AGM, we select three charities, or projects, to support throughout the year. We do this by donating a proportion of our parish income for that year. In addition there are various activities throughout the parish supporting CAFOD.

We could do more. Would you like to do more?
MINISTRY OF I.T.
Yes - in the Catholic Church of the 21st Century this is a MUST.

PUBLICATIONS

If we don’t communicate we can’t grow. This is a truism of human development. It is equally fundamental to the growth of the Body of Christ. We need to talk together. But also we must have some formal means of knowing what is going on, a ‘Publications’ ministry. This encompasses a variety of tasks and skills - authors to produce the ‘script’, secretaries to do the typing and photocopying and IT operators to download the facts and figures so that we can all share in the ministry of our Church.
AND finally…
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TIME FOR SOME FUN
The Gospels tell us that Jesus went to many social events in his community; the wedding at Cana, supper at Simon’s house in Bethany. For Jesus these were opportunities to relax, have fun and get to know others. 
We, too, can participate in the social activities of our parish community and perhaps organise new and different events. Currently, throughout the year, there are suppers, quizzes, games of skittles etc. These are all relaxing enjoyable occasions at which we can get to know one another better so….After all your hard work in the ministries-COME AND HAVE SOME FUN!
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